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number of military expeditions, often dis-
guised under the name of " scientific expeditions "
or " explorations/' sent out from her possessions on
the north and west coasts into the interior* France
succeeded in establishing claims to a vast hinter-
land behind her scattered possessions. The idea
was to join up these various hinterlands until they
formed one solid block of empire debouching on
the West coast in the Congo, Nigeria, Dahomey,
the Ivory Coast, and Senegal, on the Mediterranean
in Morocco, Algeria, and Tunis, and on the east
coast in Somaliland* This policy, consciously and
deliberately pursued by French Governments under
the guidance of French " colonial circles/* was
almost completely successful. It met with only
two checks or failures, both at the hands of Britain*
It failed in its attempt to establish French dominion
over the territory, economically most important, at
the mouth of the Niger River, and after a bitter
quarrel between the two countries Nigeria was
seized by Britain* French imperialists also failed in
their attempt to obtain possession of the Nile
Valley, and so to Join up their possessions on the
west coast with French Somaliland, and here
again after a bitter struggle between France and
Britain which ended with the victory and defeat